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CHAPTER 1

T he tavern wasn’t exactly a four-star establishment. Hell, one 
star would have been pushing it to be honest. It would not 

have passed inspection of those hoity-toity folks down in the lower 
48. Unfortunately, that’s what you get in the deep woods of Alaska. 
These buildings just don’t stay new for long. However, it was one 
of two in this small town, and it attracted some interesting people. 
Usually, not the most proper, but you could always be guaranteed a 
laugh or two. Anyone who was old enough, and had a strong enough 
liver came into this “malodorous atrocity”, these are my words. A few 
patrons have called the “Old N’ Dingy Tavern” a cozy place to warm 
up from the snow and blistering winds. Although, the name did not 
inspire great con…dence for newcomers or travelers passing by onto 
somewhere more  interesting. To be honest, we kind of liked it that 
way. Us folk who live oR grid enjoy our solitude.Y

Immediately, the …rst sense that is triggered as you enter our town’s 
favorite watering hole was the smell. The odor of spoiled beer and stale 
tobacco smoke …lled the air making its impression on the furniture 
and walls. Over time, it turned anything worthwhile inside into a rusty 
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brown color. The chairs all have pieces missingS some chairs only have 
three of their original legs. Others, no back to them. This created an 
entertaining sight when the old-timer alcoholics came in from the 
woods and mines. Lou can’t go a night without having some loud 
inebriated gentlemen, if you can call them that, fall face …rst onto the 
Coor. ?hich of course, was followed by a cacophony of laughter from 
the Cock of intoxicated idiots.

Viraculously, there were people not persuaded by the drink. A 
select few whose destinies side stepped the foolhardy drunk motif. I 
know. Purprising coming from a place out in the middle of nowhere. 
Of these few sober individuals included a rather tall woman named 
;loise. ;loise was the local nurse. Unfortunately, her usual patients are 
those who’d like to get to know her on a deeper level However, she is 
not one to put up with such brash and disrespectful sorts.Y

YYYYYYYYYYY “Bome on, ;l3” whined the hardened man. One eye looking 
up and the other down towards features he found intriguing, “I think 
we’d have fun. Eet me show you a good time,” he slurred.

YYYYYYYYYYY “Not a chance, ;d,” said ;loise bluntly as she forcibly wrapped 
the man’s bleeding forearm with gauze and a clean dressing, “qlus I 
don’t think your wife cares much of you talking to me like that, do 
you3”

YYYYYYYYYYY “?hat she doesn’t know, won’t kill her,” said ;d with a 
con…dence only a drunk could muster.

YYYYYYYYYYY “I’m less worried about her, and more worried about having 
to stitch you up after your bloated carcass is dropped, half-dead on my 
stoop,” ;loise stated.

YYYYYYYYYYY “That only happened one time.”
YYYYYYYYYYY “And the next time it happens, ;d. Not only will I …nish you 

oR. Jecause you know I can. I’ll help your wife hide the body.”
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YYYYYYYYYYY ;d went silent. ;ven in his inebriated state, he understood 
when ;loise meant business. 

YYYYYYYYYYY “Now get out of the tavern while I still have some sense. Lou 
interrupted my meal with your blood and irritating nature.”

As a result of interactions like these she can be a harsh woman. Phe 
had no Fualms with injecting some of her more aggressive touchy-feely 
patients with a large heel-like object into their groin. Phe often told a 
story about when she began her schooling. A large middle-aged man 
tried to elicit her services, and not the kind that involved medicine. 
Phe answered his call by breaking his jaw in two places and partially 
fracturing a few bones in his right leg. Eet’s just say that after their very 
physical conversation, only the very inept ever asked for anything but 
bandages ever again.

Another individual who has surpassed the temptation to join the 
masses in their alcoholic escapades is one named 5ohnathan. 5ohn is 
the resident handyman. He, like ;loise, is not one that will tolerate 
the average native for long. However, the trait he utilizes the most are 
stories of his travels. Ptories of traversing the country, meeting new 
and interesting people, eating delicacies, and reading numerous books 
along the way. These tales made him a popular character among the 
few children in town. His tales were golden threads of yarn among the 
basket of pale hues to the youngsters.

YYYYYYYYYYY “Vr. 5ohn:” shouted a group of youngsters across the muddy 
street.

YYYYYYYYYYY “Hey kids,” 5ohn shouted back, looking over his shoulder. 
He placed his screwdriver and snippers down on the table.

YYYYYYYYYYY “Bixing the lights again3” asked one young boy.
YYYYYYYYYYY “Les, indeed. The thin insulation doesn’t do so well in the 

cold. Po, a replacement was in order,” 5ohn said with a grin, “?hat can 
I do for you kids3”
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YYYYYYYYYYY “Ban you tell us a story3”
YYYYYYYYYYY “Leah, one we’ve never heard before:”
YYYYYYYYYYY “Oh, boy that may be a challenge. I’ve told you most of my 

stories.”
YYYYYYYYYYY The air …lled with pleads and exaggerated fat bottom lips of 

the young group of spectators. Pome even went as far as to drop to 
their knees as if praying to the lord himself.

YYYYYYYYYYY “Alright, alright, alright.” 5ohn caved. He could never pass 
down a chance to regale the youngsters with a good story, “There I was 
atop the biggest mountain in the state. One ski on my foot and the 
other in my hand. It had broken into two pieces. And the only way 
to get down the slopes was to ride the white powder to the bottom. 
Po, I jerry rigged my broken ski together with a little bit of bailing wire 
and electrical tape. It resembled wet noodles more than a ski, but I 
made do. As I began my steady journey down the hill, the earth shook. 
Avalanche:” 

Pome of the locals didn’t believe all of 5ohn’s stories, but by golly 
gee whiz, the kids loved them. Hell, most of us adults did too. It was 
one of the few true bouts of entertainment we had in our small town.

Binally, there’s me, Bonnor. I am unfortunately the owner, bar-
tender, and drunkard wrangler of the “Old N’ Dingy” tavern. Don’t 
judge me too harshly, I am the new owner of the bar. Mecently pur-
chased. I have plans. One of them is to rename the joint and toss out 
all the useless furniture. ?e’re going to have a huge bon…re. Vaybe 
some of the drunks will help. On second thought, some of them are 
full of that Cammable concoction  The heat may get a little out of 
hand. Anyways, I’m rambling. YI have lived here in this pathetically tiny 
town almost half my life. Thankfully, I have not always been a barkeep. 
I was lucky enough to …nd some time and enough money to travel in 
my youth. Doing so, allowed me to pursue my passions and gratefully 
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gained some appreciation for the simple life outside of fancy parties 
and accolades.Y

It has been many years since I returned home, where I was meant 
to live out my days. In my youth I was a hunter. An overzealous one 
in need of a valuable lesson. I am fortunately still young enough that I 
can remember my time as a huntsman overseas. I remember the many 
wild, exotic, and mysterious creatures I have taken down with my riCe. 
To this day I have their furs and heads as trophies of my successful 
hunts proudly displayed in my less than opulent establishment. Let, 
there was one beast I do not hold in my collectionD the tiger.Y

Y



CHAPTER 2

I  remember the hunt like it was yesterday…

 
“Welcome to Russia,” said a man in a thick accent.
I stuck out my hand for a Trm handshake, “Hhank you. paggy to 

be here. What is your name, ?ood sirA”
“xlePi,”he stated.
“Cleased to meet you, xlePi. I am Gonnor vable,” I said, ?allantly. 

I found it challen?in? to remoSe myself from my rich ugbrin?s, where 
manners were kin?, and money was emgeror, “Fo, when do we leaSeA”

“‘irst li?ht.”
pis short answers and lack of the use of ’sir- irked me. I was imgor!

tant vod damn itE “NPcellent,” was all I could muster standin? nePt to 
this stern, no MuO man, “paSe you and yours been gaid yetA”

“Bot in full.”
“Why notA”
“Yy boss says, we only ?et gaid if you come back with ti?er head,” 

his broken Nn?lish was showin?, and I found it rather charmin?. It 
made me soften to the man.
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“Udd.”
“jess gager trail.”
“CardonA”
“Lou know this is ille?al, yesA Coachin? ti?ers. Hhere are not many 

left in the wild.”
“I am no goacherE” I announced, “I am a decorated hunterE”
“pumgf,” xlePi scoOed, “xnd the cat you hunt is a Se?etarian…”
I dismissed his statement and gregared for the nePt day-s adSenture. 

I was ?oin? to ?et that damn animal, no matter what.
 
 It was a wet day by 7aikal jake. Yy huntin? gartner, Vames, xlePi, 

and I set oO early in the mornin? to Tnd the one animal that had eluded 
me, the ti?er. Carticularly, the Fiberian Hi?er. It is the lar?est of its kind. 
Its gelt and head would make an ePcellent troghy to end my huntin? 
career. Russia would be my last ePotic huntin? trig of my life, and I 
was hell bent to make it count. 

We be?an the day with a ?ruelin? hike into the thick woods. Hhe 
trees were enormousE Hrunks siP men wide and hundreds of feet tall 
in some glaces. Hhe ?round was fri?id and wet from the ni?ht-s rain. 
Hhe leaSes and branches drigged droglets, beratin? us as we trekked 
silently throu?h the thick brush. xs we inched our way ug the hills, 
we made it to a clearin? that ?aSe us a ?rand Siew of the Sast landscage. 
Hhe lake-s calm waters reMected the blue sky. Hhick white clouds had 
be?un to segarate, allowin? ?olden translucent rays of sunshine to 
beam elo8uently on the land. It was as if the heaSens were kissin? the 
?round softly, as a mother would a child.   

Gontinuin? our 'ourney throu?h the hills and the lush brush we 
came across a small oSerlay of low branches that we en?ineered into 
a glatform for us to wait for the elusiSe striged ruler to show his face. 
With the mornin? still youn?, my gartner and I ate a meal of bread 



RLxB Y. UjIDNR9

and dried meat. xs time went on, my ea?erness drained from my body. 
I became numb to the anticigation and anPiety as I lied in waitin? 
for hours ugon hours. ‘iPed in the grone gosition, my riMe in hand, 
awaitin? the elusiSe creature. I gondered on the chances of seein? the 
beast. 

I couldnzt helg but think of the many hunters who would be en!
Sious of my triumgh if I succeeded. Yy accomglishment would mean 
eleSatin? my status within the huntin? community, reachin? my ?oal 
of becomin? a member of an ePclusiSe club of troghy hunters who 
haSe taken down eSery ageP gredator on the glanet. 

Hhe day continued, and still no monstrous feline entered my 
crosshairs. I would haSe waited for three days, more, if I had to. xs 
the day-s li?ht be?an to fade, I looked ug into my scoge to scan for 
moSement. xt that goint, I was aimin? to shoot at anythin?, deer, lar?e 
birds, I didn-t care. I wanted somethin? to helg alleSiate the boredom 
that had settled into my bones. 

 
“vodE Hhis is ?ruelin?.”
“Catience,” said xlePi.
“Isn-t there a way to lure one outA” asked Vames, “With food or 

somethin?A”
“Ho the ti?er, we are food. If you-d like to Solunteer yourself as bait, 

be my ?uest. I ?et gaid if you land a ti?er, the means in which we catch 
one matters not.”

Vames went gale, “I see…”
“We haSe trekked all day, and not one shred of eSidence that a ti?er 

eSen ePists out in these garts,” I said frustrated.
“6id you not do your researchA” asked xlePi.
“Uf course I didE” I retorted, oOended by the notion, “I always 

research my grey. I-Se read countless books on the huntin? and matin? 
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habits of the Fiberian Hi?erE I would say Izm a damn near scholar on 
the sub'ect.”

“Let you still re8uire a ?uide…” stated xlePi, “Fome ePgert.”
I scoOed, “Well, these lands are new to us. pence you haSe been 

hired. xnd gaid Sery well, if I-m not mistaken.”
            “In your studies, haSe you researched the sgecies- gogulationA”
            “paSe I researched its gogulationA” I regeated, in an oOended 

tone.
            “Well, haSe youA” asked Vames.
            I  stared at the gair of them. 7linkin? ragidly, “I. I.” I 

started to ransack my mind, oSer!turnin? all the information, I could 
remember. Bo where could I remember anythin? about gogulation 
of the Fiberian Hi?er, “Bo, damn itE I haSe no clue about the numbers. 
I was focused on its tactics eSadin? me. Bot how many there areE”

            xlePi shook his head, “Ftugid xmericans…”
            I had that one comin?. Vames stayed silent to his statement 

too.
            “Hhe reason we haSe not seen any so far is because there 

are not many left aliSe. Hhe animal has been hunted and goached for 
?enerations. xs you know it is a gri1ed creature. Hhe mothers only 
?iSe birth to a cougle of kittens with eSery birth. Infre8uent at best, 
and most of the time, one or maybe two cubs make it to adulthood. 
jeaSin? the gogulation at an estimated total of DEE wild ti?ers liSin? 
in Russia.

            “DEEE” announced Vames, louder than he intended.
            I stayed silent for a moment, “I neSer reali1ed how close to 

ePtinction they were.”
            “Fcientists say that at this gace, the animal will be ?one 

foreSer in a matter of a ?eneration or two. pence why it is so ePgensiSe 
to goach one…NPcuse me, hunt one.”
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            “If itzs so terrible, why do you belon? to such an entergrise 
that allows this to haggenA” I asked heatedly.

“Yy family must eat. Hhis work gays better than most in Russia. 
Fo, I comgromise my grincigles. I ?uide rich yuggies with little sense 
to kill endan?ered animals, so my kin don-t become ePtinct.”

            “I see…” was all I could retort. Hhen for the nePt seSeral hours 
we waited in silence.

 



CHAPTER 3

T hen, as if it were ogatinp atgd the 7irt, a 0--udgmn7 laSe biceru
ian Tiper elerpe7 frgl the thik.etH !e was stmnninpv !is lasu

siye cg7z la7e the trees seel tg shrin. in his dresenkeH !is parpantman 
daws were the siFe gf frzinp dansH !is pgS7en granpe pSgwe7, akkentmu
ate7 cz its strides, 7ar. as the nipht itseSfH !is taSe, a Sgnp hzdngtiFinp 
dieke gf oesh an7 fmr that seele7 tg haye a lin7 gf its gwn as it swaze7 
pentSz with eyerz sted the cip kat tgg.H !is lgnstrgms Seps karrie7 hil 
sg pentSz, an7 his Sgnp arkhinp cak. rhzthlikaSSz 7anke7 as he lgye7H 
’inaSSz, the tiper s stri.inpSz han7sgle fake la7e his dresenke cgth 
kglfgrtinp an7 friphteninp silmStanegmsSzH;;

;;;;;;;;;;; The  ezes  were  as  Sarpe  as  ciSSiar7  caSSs  an7  shine7  a 
pgS7en alcer that pSeale7 in the 7ilinishinp smnSiphtH !is whis.ers 
were a kSgm7z white kgSgr that seele7 tg reoekt SiphtH The slggth 
hairs addeare7 as straipht as the Anest kardenters  lasterdiekeI san7e7 
an7 leasmre7 kgnstantSzH jilinp at the kSgsest SeyeS tg derfektignH x 
ngtike7 his JgwSs neRtH The kanines were the Senpth gf a prgwn lan s 
Anper, an7 as thik. as a shgtpmn carreSH The white gf his teeth was the 
sale star. white kSgm7s at hiph nggnH Ymst starinp at hil la7e le 
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wgn7er hgw lanz Sesser kreatmres  Siyes ha7 en7e7 at the tids gf this 
iSSmstrigms ceast s raFgrushard teethH;

Lz dartner an7 x Sgg.e7 at eakh gther, stmnne7 at the fgrl stan7inp 
in gmr siphtsH x “mik.Sz shgg. g” lz enalgre7 state an7 ille7iateSz 
dresse7 the rioe cmtt md apainst lz ripht shgmS7erH x paFe7 thrgmph 
lz skgde with preat intensitzH Mgm wgmS7 haye thgmpht x was Sgg.inp 
fgr angther snider 7mrinp a AreAphtH jn anRigms khiSS sSithere7 7gwn 
lz sdine Si.e a frgFen serdentH js x fgkmse7, x crgmpht the engrlgms 
kreatmre in lz krgsshairsH js x 7i7 this, the laJestik anilaS Sgg.e7 mdH 
x ha7 hilH x tgg. the safetz g”, dSake7 lz han7 gn the tripper, an7 
pentSz reste7 lz Anper apainst itH;

Nipht there, x kgmS7 see his ezesH !is preat cip alcer ezesH Thez 
were ceamtifmS, fmSS gf intensitz, ape, an7 wis7glH This tiper ha7 ceen 
thrgmph a preat 7eaS, en7mrinp aSS Sife s gcstakSesH Egg.inp kSgser at 
the ceast, x ngtike7 7etaiSs that were inyisicSe tg his dresenke initiaSSzH 
x ngtike7 nmlergms skars frgl yigSent aSterkatigns with gther tipersH 
WmrigmsSz, the lgst intripminp gf these lar.s was a slaSS cmSSet siFe7 
skar anpSe7 g” frgl his ezeH This kat ha7 ceen shgt at cefgreH;

?bhggtvB whisdere7 Yales, ?Ghat are zgm waitinp fgrDB
?PSaste7v Uiye le a lglent,B x resdgn7e7H
?3gn t teSS le zgm ye Sgst zgmr neryevB sai7 Yales, his “miet sdeekh 

eygSyinp intg a thrgatz whisderH
x hesitateH Wgntinminp tg laryeS at the ceastH x watkhe7 as its lmsu

kSes riddSe7 as it lgye7H Amshinp an7 dmSSinp at its fmr Si.e Si“mi7 dggSs 
gf granpe, cSak., an7 whiteH The ceast carre7 its teeth at ngthinpH 
Aerhads it kgmS7 sense leH Lazce it .new its Sife was in 7anperH

?Wgle gnvB sai7 jSeRi, ?x kan t pet dai7 mnSess zgm .iSS the ceastHB
Then x cepan tg thin.H This ape7 feSine ha7 ceen thrgmph seyeraS 

triaSs, inkSm7inp aSlgst ceinp .iSSe7 cz a hmnter smkh as lzseSfH Ghat 
ripht 7i7 x haye tg ta.e the Sife gf smkh a laJestik kreatmreD Met, as x 
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deere7 7gwn the carreS gf lz rioe, x was enkgmrape7 cz lz dartner tg 
shggt, tg la.e the .iSS, tg ta.e what we ha7 set gmt tg kSailH V77Sz 
engmph, as x Sgg.e7 at this kreatmre, x saw lzseSf in the kglinp zearsH 
x saw the skars Seft cehin7 frgl a har7 zgmth, a wearz gS7 ceast Jmst 
trzinp tg staz ahea7 gf Sife, la.inp the cest gmt gf 7ekSininp sitmatignsH;

x saw lzseSf prgwinp gS7 an7 ceinp aSgne Si.e this cip katH Og gne 
tg share Sife s treasmres an7 stgriesH Og gne tg teakh, ng gne tg prgw 
gS7 withH x reaSiFe7 at that lglent that x kgmS7 ngt ta.e this drekigms 
anilaS frgl the fake gf the 2arthH bg, x 7i7 the neRt cest thinp, stiSS 
ceinp destere7 cz lz dartner tg ta.e the shgt x dmSSe7 the tripper seyeraS 
feet hipher frgl where the cip kat stgg7H The Sgm7 cmrst ra77Se7 
thrgmph the yaSSezH j krak. eSilinatinp the siSenkeH Pz the tile x Sifte7 
lz hea7 frgl lz skgde, the cip kat ha7 yanishe7 intg the thik. wgg7s 
gf Ea.e Pai.aSH !gdefmSSz, tg neyer apain ce seen cz anz gther hmnters, 
Seft aSgne tg Siye gmt his 7azs in deakeH

;



CHAPTER 4

C onnor inshedt ldggsny esh hlor.H kd gooudt pc lo hdd esh -esgJ
trdn aoen Ent ,goshdf snldnlg. gshldnsny lo ledsr ’Eledrmh hlor. 

snhstd o’ ledsr hbEgg trE“ dhlE“gshebdnlH 
Swof ’ddgsny “Et ’or AEhlsny coor xgdIsmh lsbdH U cEst esb top“gd 

AeEl Ad crobshdt esbH Tntdr led lE“gd o’ -oprhdH ksh dbcgo.dr tstnml 
nddt lo unoAH vedn ledrd AEh aEbdhH x’ldr leEl lrsc Ad ndOdr hcoudH 
kd AEh loo bEt El bd ’or nol lEusny led heolH Nn leEl lrscf U AEh 
epb“gdtH U eEt ndOdr “ddn hcoudn lo “. eoA xgdIs tstH !o ond eEt 
dOdr hcoudn lo bd gsud leEl “d’ordH vedn hddsny leEl EnsbEgR Ul -eEnydt 
bdH ”syel ledn Ent ledrdH Nef AeEl E “dEhl bE. ldE-e phfL Connor 
hEstf SWs’dmh ldE-edrh tonml EgAE.h lEud led heEcd .op dIcd-l ledb looH 
zsleopl leEl dIcdrsdn-d sn ”phhsE epnlsny leEl lsydrf U hsn-drdg. top“l 
dsledr o’ .op Aopgt “d edrd rsyel noAH UmOd ndOdr logt .op leshf “pl 
rsyel E’ldr U rdlprndt ’rob b. lrEOdghf U Adnl eobdf bdl .opr boledrf 
Ad yol bErrsdtf Ent E -opcgd o’ .dErh gEldr .op lAo Adrd “ornH zd eEt 
E trdEb o’ oAnsny E -o…. “phsndhh opl edrd sn led AsgtBL 

Connor gsnydrdt on esh tdErg. tdcErldt Ent esh trdEb ’or E hEt 
bobdnlf SU logt b.hdg’ leEl on-d .op lAo Adrd ogt dnopye U Aopgt ldgg 
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.op leEl hlor.H ved dn-opnldr Asle hobdlesny ho idr-d Ent “dEpls’pgH 
vo dnyEyd Asle E “dEhl Aeo eEt “ddn leropye Egg horlh o’ lrsEgh Ent 
lrs“pgElsonhf lo bEud sl Eh ’Er Eh ed eEtH U  phl -opgtnml dnt esh hlor. 
ledrdH U rdEgs…dt led OEgpd o’ esh gs’d AEh bord leEn  phl E hcol on led 
AEgg sn b. eEgg o’ lrocesdhH U eEldt led stdE o’ sl “dsny yEAudt El “. 
cEhhdrh“. Aeo Aopgt ong. hdd E hlpPdt edEtH !ol unoAsny led lrpd 
coAdr Ent ’dro-sl. o’ led EnsbEg slhdg’R kocd’pgg.f sl Asgg bEud .op 
rdEgs…d leEl gs’d sh nol  phl E“opl cprhpsny cEhhsonh “pl OEgpsny gs’d Ent 
heErsny leohd cEhhsonh Asle goOdt ondhH vo cEhh leohd gdhhonh lo leohd 
.opnydr leEn .oprhdgOdhHLV

SzoA tEtfL hEst aoenH
S1dEef tEtH U eEt no stdEH U bdEnf Ad “ole undA .op epnldtH 1opmOd 

ndOdr udcl leEl E hd-rdlH Yob ndOdr dOdn logt ph E“opl ”phhsEHL
SU logt edr U Aopgt ldgg .op Egg b. epnlsny hlorsdh ond tE.f “pl lesh 

ond AEh hcd-sEgH wof U hEOdt sl ’or led gEhlH wddsny Eh .op lAo Erd boOsny 
on hoonf gdEOsny opr gsllgd loAn Ent bd lo “dysn ndA gsOdhf U AEnldt 
lo cEhh on ond bord gdhhon lo .op “oleHL

SNef tEtf Admrd nol gdEOsny ’ordOdrRL hEst aoenH ksh d.dh hpttdng. 
yrdA hEtH

S1op unoA Admgg -obd OshslfL hEst ,goshdf SEnt ledrd sh E yoot -eEn-d 
Ad Asgg “rsny -obcEn. Asle phHL

Connor hbsgdtf S1dhf bord ’Ebsg. lo bddl Ent AEl-e yroA pcHL
ksh yroAn -esgtrdn hbsgdt El esb usntg.H ved. db“rE-dt ledsr 

’Eledrf hEstf Shdd .op loborroAL lo ledsr tdEr ogt tEtf Ent bEtd ledsr 
AE. “E-u lo ledsr rdhcd-lsOd eobdh ’or led nsyelH Conndr AEh cgdEhdt 
Asle eoA esh -esgtrdn lprndt oplH ved. eEtnml “d-obd trpnuErth gsud 
bohl cdocgd ’rob lesh loAn sn led hbEgg 6otpnu rdyson o’ xgEhuEH 
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